
EUROPEAN YEARBOOK OF THE 
HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY
SOURCES, THEORIES, AND MODELS



EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Mauro Antonelli

University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy

CO-EDITOR
Horst Gundlach

Heidelberg, Germany

EDITORIAL BOARD
Christian Allesch (University of Salzburg, Austria)

Saulo de Freitas Araujo (Federal University of Juiz de Fora, Brazil)
Valeria Paola Babini (Bologna, Italy)

David B. Baker (University of Akron, USA)
Adrian C. Brock (Bolton, United Kingdom)

Jacqueline Carroy (Centre Alexandre Koyré, Paris, France)
Gordana Jovanovic (University of Belgrade, Serbia)

Enrique Lafuente (National Distance Education University, Madrid, Spain)
Ramón León (Ricardo Palma University, Lima, Perú)

Luciano Mecacci (Florence, Italy)
Annette Mülberger (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain)

Serge Nicolas (Université Paris Descartes, France)
Petteri Pietikäinen (University of Helsinki, Finland)

Csaba Pléh (Central European University, Budapest, Hungary)
David K. Robinson (Truman State University, USA)

Henning Schmidgen (University of Regensburg, Germany)
Maria Sinatra (Bari, Italy)

Armin Stock (University of Würzburg, Germany)
Karl Halvor Teigen (University of Oslo, Norway)

Jacob van Belzen (University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands)
Robert H. Wozniak (Bryn Mawr College, USA)

Ekaterina Zavershneva (Moscow, Russia)
Włodek Zeidler (University of Finance and Management, Warsaw, Poland)

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Elena Canadelli, Dario De Santis, Roberta Passione,  

Daniele Zavagno (coordination), Paola Zocchi
Department of Psychology – University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy



F

EYHP
Ψ

EUROPEAN YEARBOOK OF THE 
HISTORY OF PSYCHOLOGY
SOURCES, THEORIES, AND MODELS

2
2016



D/2017/0095/64

ISSN 2295-5267

ISBN 978-2-503-55369-6

DOI 10.1484/J.EYHP.5.112954

Printed on acid-free paper

All rights reserved.  
No part of this publication may be reproduced,  

stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted,  
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,  

photocopying, recording, or otherwise  
without the prior permission of the publisher.

© 2017, Brepols Publishers n.v., Turnhout, Belgium.



5

CONTENTS

Mauro Antonelli
Editorial  7

ORIGINAL ESSAYS

Serge Nicolas & Dominique Makowski 
Can Mental Fatigue be Measured by Weber’s Compass? Al-
fred Binet’s Answer on  the Value of  Aesthesiometry (tactile 
sensitivity) as an Objective Measure of Mental Fatigue  11
Dario Muti
Organic Memory and the Engram. From Nineteenth-Century 
Theories to Modern Cognitivism  47

SHORT PAPERS

Luciano Mecacci 
A Possible Source of  the Final Piece of  Vygotsky’s Thinking
and Speech  71
Horst Gundlach 
William James and Dr Carus  79

DISCUSSIONS
The Case of the Hystero-Demonopathies in Verzegnis (1878–79)

Barbara Chitussi
Introduction  89
Jacqueline Carroy 
Mots, croyances et transes. Le mal de Morzine  95



CONTENTS

6

Barbara Chitussi 
Hystéro-démonopathie et personnalité multiple. Le cas de
Verzegnis  111

UNPUBLISHED AND ARCHIVAL MATERIAL

Barbara Chitussi
Fernando Franzolini and the Case of Hystero-Demonopathies 
in Verzegnis   133

L’epidemia di  ossesse (istero-demonopatie) in Verzegnis stu-
dia ta dai dottori Giuseppe Chiap e Fernando Franzolini Mem -
bri ordinarii del Consiglio Sanitario Provinciale del Friuli  138
Relazione del Dott. Fernando Franzolini Medico-Chirurgo 
primario dell’Ospitale Civile Provinciale di Udine

INTERVIEWS

Horst Gundlach 
Interview with Wolfgang Schönpflug. February 2016  161

BOOK REVIEWS AND READING RECOMMENDATIONS

Csaba Pléh
Review Essay. Pavlov Reloaded  183

Ob ume voobsche, o russcom ume v chasnost’i. zapiski fiziologa  
‘[On the mind in general, on the Russian mind in particular. 
Notes of the physiologist] by Ivan Pavlov  

Ivan Pavlov. A Russian Life in Science by Daniel P. Todes 

Christian G. Allesch
Wundt and the Philosophical Foundation of Psychology.
A Reappraisal by Saulo de Freitas Araujo  198

Alexandre Klein
Histoire de la psychologie by Olivier Houdé  202

OBITUARY

Luca Tommasi
Mario Zanforlin (1934–2016)  205



7

MAURO ANTONELLI

EDITORIAL

As a result of the positive reception of the first volume of the 
European Yearbook of  the History of  Psychology. Sources, 
Theories and Models (EYHP), this second volume maintains 
unchanged the overall structure. Along with ‘Original essays’,  
it encompasses the sections: ‘Short papers’; ‘Discussions’  
(a space where authors can compare views and discuss specific 
topics); ‘Documents and archival material’; ‘Interviews’; ‘Book 
reviews and reading recommendations’.

In this volume the ‘Discussions’ section is strictly connected 
to the section ‘Documents and archival material’, both directed 
at reconstructing the case of  collective hysteria that occurred 
in  1878 in  Verzegnis, a  small village in  the Carnia region  
(North-East of  Italy) – a  case very similar to the much bet-
ter known one that occurred in  Morzine (1861) in  Savoy. 
Although the Verzegnis case was mentioned in  several Nine-
teenth Century publications on hypnosis and suggestion, unlike 
that of  Morzine it seems to have been forgotten by today’s  
psychology historians.

In the section ‘Interviews’, after that with Mario Zanforlin,  
who unfortunately passed away just recently, is now published 
that with Wolfgang Schönpflug, a  representative figure of  the 
first post-war generation of  German psychologists who have 
revived psychology in  Germany after nearly three decades 
of decline and obfuscation. This interview represents the con-
tinuation of what we hope will become a long series illustrating 
the history of European psychology from the twentieth to the 
twenty-first century.
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The obituary is of course dedicated to Mario Zanforlin, who 
passed on  suddenly in  August, shortly after he could see the 
publication of  the interview that EYHP had dedicated to him 
in the first volume.

Once again, my thanks go to all those who have actively  
supported EYHP’s scientific and publishing project, and in 
particular I wish to thank all of my colleagues, scholars of the 
history of  psychology, who were willing to join the Editorial  
Board, the Editorial staff, and the publishing house Brepols 
that with great cultural sensitivity allowed this project to see  
the light.




